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PURPOSE

To transform the region into an inclusive community where 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(IDD) thrive.

MISSION

To bring stakeholders together to create an environment for 

the development of an efficient and accessible system of 

support for people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities.



• Feb. 2 – Bullying in Individuals with IDD (English at 12 / Spanish at 1 p.m.)

• Feb. 9 – Access to Justice: the services of Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas

• Feb. 16 – COVID-19 Vaccine Update and People with IDD

• Feb 23 – Social Skill Interventions

• Feb.  4 – Breaking the Speech Barrier in the Digital Age

• Mar. 4 – Protecting Against Online Abuse for Vulnerable Adults with IDD

@IDDCouncil/IDDCouncil

Follow us on social media for upcoming topics, events and networking opportunities



Membership Driven

Premier Partners:

Organizational Partners, Sponsors and individual memberships



Welcome New Members!

• Steve Brooks

• Tiffany Arnold

• Erin Fogarty

• The Self-Determination Group

• Lindsi Edwards

• Everett Davis

• Your name belongs here!

Membership Form

• Best Buddies International –
Sponsor Member

• Robert Dominguez

• Karen Shadden

• Christine Gibson

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us


https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us
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First, 
Take a deep breath

Secondly, 
Let’s Celebrate this milestone  

Turning 18…Now What?



Common Myths 

• My adult child will be taken away by the 
state(becoming a      *Ward of The State).

• My adult child could have a medical emergency and I 
will not have a say so in medical decisions.

• My adult child will be forced out of school.
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911 – register your household

State Issued ID

Internet Parental Controls

Sex Education 

To Drive or Not to Drive

Credit Freeze
Turning 18…Now What?

Tips to Easy Some Worries



Representative Payee

Joint Ownership of Bank Accounts

TrueLink – Money Management Card 

Smart Phone Tracking/Guardian Angel

Meet and Greet With Neighbors

Self - Advocacy 

Speak with Current Service Providers 
Turning 18…Now What?

……continuation 



Lastly,
Assess whether Alternatives to Guardianship are 
feasible:  Supported Decision Making Agreement, 
Medical power of attorney
and/or a Durable power of attorney

or, other Supports and Services are available and 
feasible.
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In 2015, Texas became the first state to legally recognize supported 
decision-making agreements as an informal alternative to 
guardianship. Using a supported decision-making agreement, a 
person with a disability chooses someone they trust to serve as 
their supporter. This person can help the individual with a disability 
understand the options, responsibilities, and consequences of their 
decisions; obtain and understand information relevant to their 
decisions; and communicate their decisions to the appropriate 
people. The supporter cannot, however, make a decision FOR the 
person with a disability. Supported decision-making agreements 
are filled out by the individual and their supporter and specify the 
ways in which the supporter can help the individual make 
decisions. These agreements can then be provided to people like 
doctors and service providers. 

Turning 18…Now What?



Supported decision-making agreements and 
other alternatives to guardianship empower 
people with disabilities to use available support 
to make their own choices so they can live more 
independent and self-directed lives. Remember 
that no agency or school district can require 
your family to seek a guardianship. You can 
continue to be involved in your loved one’s life 
even without a guardianship.
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What are some Supports & 
Services? 

MHMR General Revenue Programs
Medicaid & Medicaid Waiver Programs

Family acting in the Best Interest
Public Transportation

School System
Job Coach
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continuation……

Communication Boards/Pads
Pill Minders

Smart Phones
Uber/lLyft

Join Advocacy Groups
Family Support 

Turning 18…Now What?



What is this 
Guardianship thing 

everyone is referring to? 

What does guardianship really mean? 



What does guardianship really mean? 

Guardianship is a legal process to determine if a person is 
“incapacitated.” The court decides if, due to a physical or mental 
condition, the individual is substantially unable to manage their 
financial affairs or personal affairs (to provide food, clothing, or 
shelter for themselves, and to care for their physical health). Under 
a guardianship, someone is appointed to make decisions on behalf 
of the incapacitated person, referred to as the “ward.” 



There are two main types of guardianships:

1. Guardian of the Person: Responsible for 
the physical well-being of the ward, 
including making medical decisions and 
choosing residence

2. Guardian of the Estate: Responsible for 
the ward’s assets

What does guardianship really mean?



Under a full guardianship of the person, an 
individual loses many rights, including the right to 
drive, choose where to live and work, vote, get 
married, consent to medical treatment, and more.

What does guardianship really mean?



Common Guardianship Myths:

• If I hire attorney, the guardianship will be granted.

• I can get guardianship prior to my child turning 18 years old. 

• If I file an application to be appointed as guardian, I will be 
selected. 

• If I cannot afford an attorney, there are no options for me. 

• I can choose which Court/Judge to preside over my case.

• I am in charge, once I’m appointed as Guardian. 

What does guardianship really mean?



Two Ways to File Guardianship Application
1. Hire an Attorney 

• Attorney files application.

• This attorney represents the applicant, not the person with the disability. 

• The court will appoint an attorney to represent the person with the disability. 

• Court Investigator will appoint an Assistant Court Investigator (ACI) to assess 
whether a need for guardianship is applicable and if Support, Services, and/or 
Alternatives are feasible to prevent guardianship.

• ACI Makes recommendation to the Court. 

• Court Hearing is scheduled. 

What does guardianship really mean? 



Two Ways to File Guardianship Application
2. Filing of a Suggestion of Need for 

Guardian

• Suggestion of Need for Guardian, along with other documents can be 

submitted to the County Clerk. 

• Suggestion of Need can be completed by anyone who has knowledge of the 

person in question, e.g., parent, doctor, neighbor, specialist, social worker, etc. 

• Case will be assigned to an Assistant Court Investigator (ACI). 

• ACI will meet with person in question and assess whether a need for 

guardianship is applicable and if Support, Services, and/or Alternatives are 

feasible to prevent guardianship.



Continuation…..

• If Court Investigator determines a Guardianship is not needed, the 
case will be closed. 

• Applicant will need to hire an attorney to bring case to court. 

• If Court Investigator determines there is probable cause for 
guardianship, an attorney will be appointed to represent person 
with disability. 

• A court hearing will be scheduled. 

What does guardianship really mean? 



What happens next

• If Guardianship is granted, your child becomes a WARD of the Court/State!!

• Guardian will be appointed. 

• Guardian will be trained on duties and expectations. 

• Guardian will file a Guardian of the Person Report Each Year.

• Court will visit with Ward Annually to insure Ward is being cared for Properly 
and to determine if Guardianship should continue or if there are any 
alternatives or modifications needed. 

What does guardianship really mean? 



Guardianship References
• The Arc of Texas: Guardianship 

http://www.thearcoftexas.org/guardianship

• The Arc of Texas: Educational Decision Making When Your 
Child Turns 18 http://bit.ly/1XcfBM6

• The Arc of Texas Master Pooled Trust 
http://www.thearcoftexas.org/trust/index.php

• The Arc US http://bit.ly/1TTeK20

• National Resource Center for Supported Decision-Making 
http://supporteddecisionmaking.org

• Texas Guardianship Association http://bit.ly/1HVOGHh

• Texas Guardianship Reform and Supported Decision Making 
www.grsdm.org

http://www.thearcoftexas.org/guardianship
http://bit.ly/1XcfBM6
http://www.thearcoftexas.org/trust/index.php
http://bit.ly/1TTeK20
http://supporteddecisionmaking.org/
http://bit.ly/1HVOGHh
http://www.grsdm.org/


Tarrant County Probate Court 2 
Social Workers

• Derelle Walker     817-884-2719, DLwalker@tarrantcounty.com

• Eman Nachawati   817-884-3251,ENachawati@tarrantcounty.com

• Elizabeth Hart     817-212-7041, MEHart@tarrantcounty.com

mailto:DLwalker@tarrantcounty.com
mailto:ENachawati@tarrantcounty.com
mailto:MEHart@tarrantcounty.com


Smile.Amazon
Each Day Every Day

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906


www.IDDCouncil.org

@IDDCouncil

/IDDCouncil

Rita Stevenson
Executive Director
Rita@IDDCouncil.org
817.569.4852

Thank you!

mailto:Rita@IDDCouncil.org

