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PURPOSE

To transform the region into an inclusive community where 
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(IDD) thrive.

MISSION

To bring stakeholders together to create an environment for 

the development of an efficient and accessible system of 

support for people with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities.



• Feb. 9 – Access to Justice: the services of Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas

• Feb. 16 – COVID-19 Vaccine Update and People with IDD

• Feb 23 – Social Skill Interventions

• Mar. 2 – Medicaid Programs and Services Qualifications

• Mar. 4 – Protecting Against Online Abuse for Vulnerable Adults with IDD

@IDDCouncil/IDDCouncil

Follow us on social media for upcoming topics, events and networking opportunities



A free 9-week

virtual training series

that will provide introductory

training in social skills to make 

good impressions to 

employers, career exploration, 

and how to access job search 

services and community 

resources available to help in 

reaching employment and 

independent living goals.

• Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m., 

beginning March 2

• Ages 14-22

• Registration required

www.IDDCouncil.org/fire

http://www.iddcouncil.org/fire


Membership Driven

Premier Partners:

Additional Sponsor Members , Professional and Individual memberships

Elite Members and Organizational Members



Welcome New Members!

• Elizabeth Meadows 

• Steve Brooks

• Tiffany Arnold

• Erin Fogarty

• The Self-Determination Group

• Lindsi Edwards

• Kerry Romine

• Deborah Watson

• Everett Davis

• Best Buddies International –
Sponsor Member

• Robert Dominguez

• Karen Shadden

• Christine Gibson

• Kerri Staples

Your name belongs here!

Membership Form

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us


https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us

https://www.iddcouncil.org/join-us
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 Financial: Research presented in this webinar was 

supported by R01 DC03799, R21 DC015225 and 

IESR324A070122 to MaryAnn Romski. 

 The content is solely the responsibility of the author 

and does not necessarily represent the official views 

of the National Institutes of Health or the Department 

of Education. 

 Nonfinancial:

 A number of the studies that Romski discusses in this 

webinar have been in published articles and books. 
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Overview

 Value of Communication 

 AAC Technology Development Over the 

Last 40 Years

 Research Examples About AAC Use with 

Children and Adults with IDD

 Myths that Hamper the Use of Technology

 Future Technology Opportunities and 

Challenges
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COMMUNICATION….

❑ Provides a window into 
our inner selves

❑ Permits a person to 
express…

❑Basic wants, 
needs, emotions 
and desires

❑Thoughts and 
feelings

❑Knowledge

❑ Provides a basis through 
which others perceive 
who we are

 “If all of my possessions 

were taken from me, I 

would choose to keep 

the ability to 

communicate because 

with it I would win back 

all the rest.”(attributed 

to Senator Daniel 

Webster).
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Speech is the way we typically 

communicate. When a child or 

adult with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities isn’t 

able to use speech as their 

primary means of communication, 

how do you break the barrier 

presented by the challenges of 

speech?
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AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE 

COMMUNICATION…

 An essential accommodation for self-determination is being 
able to communicate. 

 And, it is often by using Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC) Systems.

 AAC encompasses all forms of communication 

 Unaided forms of communication (e.g., gestures, manual 
signs)

 Aided forms of communication 

dedicated computer-based devices that can 
speak in words and sentences

 computers, tablets, and smartphones 
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TWO ILLUSTRATIONS

 Early Intervention

 Adults with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities
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Early Language Intervention Studies

 Study 1: Romski, Sevcik, 
Adamson, Cheslock, Smith, 
Barker, & Bakeman (2010)

 To compare the effects of 
three parent-implemented 
language interventions (one 
spoken, two augmented) on 
spoken and augmented 
vocabulary learning

 62 toddlers (24–36 months) 
and their parents

Romski, M. A., Sevcik, R. A., Adamson, L. B., Cheslock, M. A., Smith, 
A., Barker, R. M., & Bakeman, R. (2010). Randomized comparison of 
parent-implemented augmented and non-augmented language 
intervention on vocabulary development of toddlers with 
developmental delays. Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing 
Research, 53, 350–364. [Received JSLHR-Language Editor’s Award for 
Best Articles in 2010.]

 Study 2: Romski, Sevcik, 
Adamson, Barton-Hulsey, Smith, 
Barker, & Bakeman (2020) 

 To examine the effects of 
development on intervention 
outcomes

 To compare the effects of two 
parent-implemented augmented 
language interventions on 
spoken and augmented language 
learning

 47 toddlers (24–36 months) and 
their parents

DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT 
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Intervention Research Findings

 Study 1:

 AAC provided a way for the child to communicate via visual-graphic symbols + digitized 
words after only 9 weeks of intervention.

 AAC substantially increased the likelihood that children with these profiles will produce 
spoken words after just nine weeks of parent-implemented intervention than spoken 
intervention.

 The use of AAC contributed positively to the intelligibility of child communication. 

 Study 2: 

 The AAC  hybrid intervention that combined augmented input and output, provided the 
strongest use of augmented and spoken words. 

 Children do not develop these communication skills without intervention. 

 The role of receptive language skills at the onset of intervention needs more attention.

DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT AUTHOR'S PERMISSION
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Key Points

 Children between the ages of 2–3 benefit from a 
systematic AAC parent-coached language intervention 
model

 Parents can play a critical role in their child’s 
communication development if given systematic coaching 
and support 

 AAC does not hinder speech development! In fact, our 
data strongly indicate that it helps speech development

 Receptive and expressive language is important in AAC 
intervention

 Components of this framework may be used broadly in a 
variety of clinical and home-based settings
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AAC and Adults with IDD

 Some adults with IDD exhibit limited functional speech but 

are often overlooked as candidates for AAC interventions 

because of the perception that they are too old to improve 

their language and communication skills (Cheslock, Barton-

Hulsey, Romski, & Sevcik, 2008).  

 In truth, many adults with IDD have been denied access to 

appropriate communication supports and services limiting 

the possibility of the development of new skills.

 For these adults with IDD who do not speak, recent 

research recommends that interventions include AAC to aid 

communication and interactions with others (Sevcik & 

Romski, 2016).

DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT AUTHOR'S PERMISSION



AAC and Adults with IDD
 Adults with IDD may 

benefit from AAC 

technology services and 

supports directed toward 

communication even 

though they are past the 

typical window for 

language and 

communication 

development. 

 AAC devices offer an 

opportunity that opens the 

world of communication to 

adults who have a broader 

range of presenting speech 

and language 

characteristics than 

originally identified and 

developed.
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FUTURE TECHNOLOGY 

OPPORTUNITIES AND 

CHALLENGES 
 Rapidly changing 

technology offers 

new opportunities for 

children and adults 

with IDD. 

 Beyond AAC, another 

use of technology is 

mobile health 

applications  to 

enhance how we 

deliver services and 

supports to children 

and adults with IDD 

and their families. 
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Growing Up with AAC in the Digital World

 King, Sevcik, & Romski (2020) 

published a report of a  

developmental profile of AAC 

technology and communication 

use across contexts from toddler 

to teen -- the longitudinal view of 

one young man’s use of from ages 

2 to 15 years. He employed 5 

different AAC systems and now at 

15 is using a SMART phone, an 

IPAD and, an APPLE watch. 

 Despite communicative 

challenges, the young man is a 

well-adjusted happy teen with 

close friends. He creatively uses 

his smart devices and the internet 

to support his communication and 

interacts with friends both online 

and in person. 
DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT AUTHOR'S PERMISSION



MOBILE HEALTH TECHNOLOGY 

(MHT) APPLICATIONS

 We developed and assessed a proto-type web-

based app for training primary caregivers in 

South Africa to use beginning communication 

skills with their children with IDD. 

 We expect that this intervention will provide 

the caregiver with a way communicate with 

the child and result in better communication 

interactions for the children. 
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APP CONTENT DEVELOPMENT

 The content for the APP was based on the findings from the two randomized-control 
parent-implemented language intervention studies talked about earlier.

 We developed parent training protocols that were successfully implemented with 109 
children with significant developmental disabilities who produced less than ten 
spoken words. 

 The APP content consists of three sections presented sequentially over 12-weeks in a 
culturally appropriate manner: 

 1) Creating Communication Opportunities: waiting, giving small amounts of a 
desired item, providing choices, and disrupting the environment; 

 2) Modeling Communication: speaking slowly, simplifying your language, describing, 
and face-to-face interaction; and 

 3) Responding to the Child’s Communication: responding, repeat and add, filling-in-
the-blank and open-ended questions. 

 Each section and strategy within is presented in a sequenced manner over the course of 4 
weeks. 

 Each week focuses on different strategies within the section illustrated in four activities 
(Dressing/Bathing, Mealtime, Play, Book Reading). 

DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT AUTHOR'S PERMISSION



DO NOT QUOTE 

WITHOUT 

AUTHOR'S 

PERMISSION



MOBILE HEALTH TECHNOLOGY

 Twenty-seven caregivers (mean age = 32.70 years (SD = 11.00) and their children at the 
beginning stages of language development participated in the study. Setswana is the 
child/caregiver’s primary language and received 30 minutes of early childhood intervention 
at a public hospital in Northern South Africa once a month. 

 The survey data, completed weekly by the caregivers, showed that on a weekly basis and 
across all session types (mealtime, dressing & bathing, books, play), they repeated sessions 
on average 6 times, used the “help” function regularly (mean per caregiver = 12) and the 
“Please call me” function intermittently to contact the research team and ask for additional 
support. 

 The caregivers used mealtime and books most often followed by play and bathing and 
dressing. The fourteen caregivers who completed all 48 sessions reported that more than 
half of the children moved from pre-symbolic forms of communication (e.g., crying) at the 
first week to symbolic forms of communication (e.g., words) at the final week. 

 The results of this pilot showed that children in the treatment group showed a modest gain 
in expressive vocabulary while the control group showed no gain The effect shows promise 
for assessing a larger sample of caregivers and children. 

 Overall, caregiver and child results from the prototype app show that we have a clinically 
important MHT intervention worth assessing on a larger scale and ready for adaptation to 
other major languages in the diverse South African environment as well as potentially here in 
the US. 

DO NOT QUOTE WITHOUT AUTHOR'S PERMISSION



Breaking the Speech Barrier

 It’s never to early (or too late) to begin AAC!

 The AAC device is a tool, a means to an end --

language and communication skills -- not the 

end. 
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THANK YOU

Questions and Comments?
.
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Smile.Amazon
Each Day Every Day

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3999906
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/IDDCouncil

Rita Stevenson
Executive Director
Rita@IDDCouncil.org
817.569.4852

Thank you!
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Additional Resources

Resources referenced during the Q/A of the presentation:

• Assistive Technology and How Can It Help Me
• Found under https://www.iddcouncil.org/pastevents, (recording available to 

members)
• Provides additional apps for iPhone and Android Users

• Adaptive Equipment for home or vehicles 
• Found under https://www.iddcouncil.org/resources
• Provides funding sources for adaptive equipment and assistive technology

• Easterseals North Texas WIPA team and TWCVRS team
• Can assist finding assistive technology for job related purposes and how they might 

be covered by waivers or other services.

• https://www.assistiveware.com/support for additional apps

• https://www.asha.org/NJC to join committee for communication needs of 
persons with severe disabilities

https://www.iddcouncil.org/pastevents
https://www.iddcouncil.org/resources
https://www.assistiveware.com/support
https://www.asha.org/NJC

